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And again :
" Those who say that they get better prices at prevailing
rates should remember that a woman of child-bearing
age would also cost more than the legal price, and the larger
sum and the other expenses, if invested, as in the appendix,
would have brought them sums which it is very difficult
for them to obtain by sale of children. Again the woman
may die, or may turn out to be barren, or less prolific
and, as infant mortality is so heavy here, the child also
may die before attaining a saleable age."
And finally:
" Slave-rearing, then, either for labour or for sale, is
not the profitable business you believed it to be/*
Having dealt with the system from the standpoint
of the slave who is owned, the Maharaja turned to
the other half of the question, the position of the
men who own the slave, and the effect of the system
upon them. He declared that the evils, both moral
and economic, were such that slave-owning could
no longer be tolerated. He divided the 15,000
slave-owners into three classes. In the first class
he placed those who had received their slaves as a
patrimony, and who retained them in their house-
holds in order to uphold " prestige." With these
he dealt gently:
" They detest the money that can be got by sale of human
beings, their fellow creatures, in appearance, feelings
and sensibilities like themselves and only thrown into
a position of perpetual servitude by an evil destiny.
Such owners have taken care of their slaves as their